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Repetitive Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation for Postherpetic Neuralgia

10-Hz rTMS Sham Mean Difference Mean Difference
Study or Subgroup Mean SD Total Mean SD Total Weight IV, Fixed, 95% Cl IV, Fixed, 95% CI
1.1.1 After 2 weeks
Chen 2021 -2.2 1.844 32 -1.2 2121 32 48.0% -1.00[1.97,-0.03] ——
Ma 2015 -2.67 4872 20 -0.39 5.035 20 48% -2.28[5.35 079 I
Pei 2019 -286 313 20 -0.085 8.649 20 28% -2.77[-6.81,1.26)
Wang 2023 -2.96 1.504 20 -1.21 1.758 20 443% -1.75[2.76,-0.74) ——
Subtotal (95% Cl) 92 92 100.0% -1.44[-2.12,-0.77] »
Heterogeneity: Chi*=1.85, df= 3 (P = 0.60), F=0%
Test for overall effect. Z=4.19 (P < 0.0001)
1.1.2 After 1 month
Chen 2021 -22 1.9 32 -1.7 2.052 32 536% -050[1.47,047] —
Ma 2015 -2.84 519 20 -0.88 5944 200 42% -1.96[-5.42,1.50] — T
Pei 2019 -3.322 3.083 20 0.015 8.682 200 31% -3.34[-7.37,070)
Wang 2023 -2.81 1.686 20 -0.71 1.873 20 381% -2.10[-3.24,-0.96) —
Subtotal (95% Cl) 92 92 100.0% -1.27 [-1.99, -0.56] »
Heterogeneity: Chi*=5.62, df=3{(P=013), F=47%
Test for overall effect. Z= 3.51 (P =0.0004)
1.1.3 After 3 months
Ma 2015 -3.05 519 20 -1.03 6421 20 8.2% -2.02[-5.64,1.60) L
Pei 2019 -3.385 3.558 20 -0.805 7.993 20 7.3% -258[-6.41,1.29)
Wang 2023 -3.01 1.694 20 -068 1.938 20 845% -2.33[3.46,-1.20 t
Subtotal (95% Cl) 60 60 100.0% -2.32[-3.36,-1.29]
Heterogeneity: Chi*=0.04, df=2 {(P=0.98), F=0%
Test for overall effect: Z= 4.39 (P < 0.0001)
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Supplementary Figure 1. The leave-one-out analysis to the visual analogue scale.
rTMS, repetitive transcranial magnetic stimulation; SD, standard deviation; 1V, inverse variance; Cl, confidence interval; df, degree or
freedom.
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